
We will begin at 11:00am (PT) / 2:00pm (ET).

A recording will be available after the webinar.

Your line will be muted to cut down on background interference so please use the chat 

box to share your name, your organization, your location and any questions you have for 

our featured speakers.  

Welcome to the Webinar

Presenters:

ÅPamela Mejia, MS MPH, Senior Media Researcher, Berkeley Media Studies Group

Facilitator:

Jennifer Rose, Consultant, Futures Without Violence

The News About Childhood Trauma: Findings and Implications

March 16th, 2016 
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Federal Coordination

ÅUS Department of 
Justice
ïOffice of the Attorney 

General

ïOffice of Justice 
Programs

ÅOffice of Juvenile 
Justice and 
Delinquency 
Prevention

ÅOffice for Victims of 
Crime

ÅNational Institute of 
Justice

ïOffice on Violence 
Against Women

ïOffice of Community 
Oriented Policing

ïExecutive Office of US 
Attorneys 

ÅUS Department of Health 
and Human Services

ÅUS Department of 
Education
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Goals of the Defending 
Childhood Initiative

ÅPrevent childrenõs exposure to violence.

ÅMitigate the negative effects experienced by 

children exposed to violence.

ÅDevelop knowledge about and spread 

awareness of this issue.



Over $30 M Invested From 
FY2010 ðFY2012 

ÅResearch and Evaluation

ÅDirect Action in Communities
ïComprehensive Demonstration Project

ïSafe Start Program (www.safestartcenter.org) 

ïOVW Children Exposed to Violence grants

ÅTraining and Technical Assistance

ÅAttorney Generalõs Task Force on Children 
Exposed to Violence 
(www.justice.gov/defendingchildhood/cev-rpt-full.pdf)

ÅAction Partnerships with Professional 
Organizations
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http://www.safestartcenter.org/
http://www.justice.gov/defendingchildhood/cev-rpt-full.pdf


How to use this technology

Å You can choose to connect via computer OR via telephone.

Å Should you choose computer, please mute your computer microphone 

to avoid feedback.

Å Should you choose to dial in, please follow the audio instructions on 

the screen or in the audio pop up:

Å Dial: 1-877-647-3411

Å Enter the Participant Code: 914571#

OR

Å Dial: 1-719-867-0497

Å Enter the Participant Code: 914571#

Å There will be time for Q & A at the end of the presentation.

Å Please enter any questions you have in the Public Text Chat box. 

Å A recording and PDF slides will be available after the webinar.  
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Berkeley Media Studies Group

ÅResearch on news coverage of public 

health issues

ÅMedia advocacy training and strategic 

consultation for community groups and 

public health advocates

ÅProfessional education for journalists



Use the text chat to tell us 

Who here regularly communicates with 

the media on behalf of your organization?

Who regularly advises those who do work 

with the media on behalf of your 

organization?  



Key Functions of the News

Setting the Agenda

What we think about

Shaping the Debate

How we think about it

Reaching Opinion Leaders

What we do about it



What concerns you about news 

coverage of childhood trauma?

Whatôs worked well for your 

organization in communicating with the 

media about childhood trauma or 

related issues? What hasnôt worked? 

Please type your answers into 

the text chat. 



News frames 

Portrait Landscape



The Need to Reframe

Institutional

Accountabilit

y

Personal

Responsibilit

y



Adverse Childhood Experiences 

(ACEs) in the news 



ÅResearch Question 1: How did 

adverse childhood experiences appear 

in news coverage? 

ÅResearch Question 2: Where could 

childhood trauma appear in news about 

business, education, and health care? 

Overview



Research question 1: Methods

Which articles did we read? 

Å Sample of routine 
coverage, 2008-2013

Å National, state and online 
news

Å Blogs

How did we evaluate them? 

Å Developed coding 
instrument 

Å Achieved .8 ICR on all 
measures



News about ACEs has steadily 

increased since 2008é 



ébut itôs still minimal. 

òbreast canceró 

òchildhood traumaó 
òadverse childhood experienceó 



. . .  is driven by events and initiatives. 

. . .  frequently discusses solutions. 

. . . focuses on treatment, not prevention. 

The news about adverse childhood 

experiences (ACEs)



Is talking about preventing trauma 

challenging? Why or why not? 

Please type your answers into 

the text chat. 



. . .  is driven by events and initiatives. 

. . .  frequently discusses solutions. 

. . . focuses on treatment, not prevention. 

. . . rarely addresses resilience. 

. . . is dominated by health and mental health 

professionals. 

The news about adverse childhood 

experiences (ACEs)



Who speaks in the news about 

adverse childhood experiences? 

0%	 10%	 20%	 30%	 40%	 50%	 60%	 70%	

Government		

School	representa ve		

Criminal	jus ce	

Vic m		

Health	or	mental	health	professional		



What surprised you about our findings? 

What would you like to learn more 

about? 

Please type your answers into 

the text chat. 



Research Question 2: Where could childhood 

trauma (or resiliency) appear in news about  

business, education, and healthcare? 


